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THE JEWS AND THE ELECTIVE FRANCHISE. 


City of London Election.—The Jews have occupied a rather 
prominent position in relation to this last contest for a member 
of parliament. The day of polling having been fixed for last 
Saturday, and some doubts appearing to prevail as to the 
ability of Jewish electors to vote on their sabbath, the ar- 
rangement was at once ascribed to a party object of the city 
authorities! The industry with which the charge of a covert 
attempt to disfranchise the Jews, for this election, was promul- 
gated, both in the daily journals and on the walls, gave us 
much pain; for there was prima facie evidence of its being 
altogether unfounded. We would willingly believe, that there 
are few Jews unwilling to recognize and to reciprocate, the 
worthier estimate of our national character, and the respectful 
deference for our conscientious scruples, becoming daily more 
manifest in this country.* Occasionally, some disappointed 
member of our communion may seek to save his selt-esteem, 
by attributing to his creed, a check, due in fact to his own 
defects; but we are disposed candidly to admit, that there re- 


mains but ]i sjudice en- 
t little of ancient bigotry and prejudice now to be en _clection; and it is so far parallel, that if the Jews refused to vote, 


countered, and that we have more frequently had to guard 
against a disposition on the part of Gentiles, to stilt our capa- 


bilities because of our lineage, than to under-estimate or repress _ 


them on that score. We feel quite certain, that several of our 
ingenuous readers will justify us in the belief, that those who 
are over prone to hunt up grievances for us, do little service 
to our cause. In the present instance, Sheriffs Musgrove and 
Moon, have both publicly and privately taken the opportunity 
to prove that they had spontaneously suggested a postponement 
of the election, out of deference to the Jews. The charge of 
4 want of due consideration for the possible embarrassment of 
their Jewish fellow citizens, has been shewn to attach rather to 
the party which would have lost, than that which might have 
gained, by any such manceuvre. Both parties have exhibited 
: commendable anxiety to disavow any disrespect for the 
ewish body ; and both have disproved it. In all future elec- 
tions, however, the Jews will doubtless expect that care be 
Fay that their sabbath, if possible, be not appointed a polling 
pe A because, although their religious tenets have not been 
te Oratively construed as precluding the exercise of the fran- 
a Ge on the sabbath, yet many pious Jews have abstained from 
re on this occasion, on their private construction that such 
“cular offices are incompatible with the sanctity of the day. 


We do not 


* 
take account of the apostate of the Morning Post, (vide 
ne oh Oct.) nor of poor Mr. Mc. Niele, (who again denounces irrevo- 
Such ‘mnation against us from a Conversion meeting at Liverpool!) 
©xceptions prove the rule; and while we feel that their rhapsodies 


are anti 
anti-Chrine glish, we are assured on good authority that they are also 


in the University. —Jerusalem ; Mock Conversions ; the proposed Jewish Hospital. 

—Russia; the Ukase; Sympathy of other Jews; its impolicy ; another U kase. 

—Galicia; population, 
Our Letrer-Box.—Tunis; Distinction conferred on a Jew.—Vienna; Memoir of 

a benevolent Jew.—Gentile liberality of feeling towards Jews.—Moral and 

Social Position of the Jews.—Health of the Jewish Poor. 
Extracts.—Singular Reflections of a Christian Clergyman.—Return to Judaism of 

a Jerusalem Bishop.—A Converting Rabbi burnt. 
The Bible. —Notice of a Corrected Translation, 
Notices to Correspondents. 


Notices for the Ensuing Fortnight, Advertisements. 


We entertain a high respect for their scruples ; the carrying out 
of which is in any case consistent with the instructions of the 
inspired Isaiah, (vide his book, lviii. 14.) but, in the absence of 
spiritual interference on this occasion, we are prepared to justily 
the great mass of the London Jews for having voted. Our Gen- 
tile neighbours, whose voluntary acceptance of the first day of 
the week, is often contrasted unsuitably with the obligation of the 
seventh-day or Jewish sabbath, (imposed by divine command 
for a perpetual ordinance, ) and whose very prelates ride and write 
without scandal,—mav not understand how, because no such 
act is necessary to these election votes, conscientious observers 
of the sabbath were not deterred from giving them. The 
species of labour which are interdicted to us, include riding 
and writing; and there have been times when fighting, even in 
self defence, was objected to. It can searcely be necessary to 
remind our readers, how the duly constituted spiritual authori- 
ties, in the time of the Maccabees, had to legalize defensive 
warfare on the sabbath, in order to save the nation from the 
massacres which their foes would else have repeated on that 
day. This incident has been referred to during the recent 


and trickery were resorted to, it might thus be managed to dis- 
franchise the Jews throughout the kingdom. There would be 
more room for seruple on the subject, were the franchise a 
private right or privilege; but as it is indubitably a public trust, 
which no man is warranted in diverting, either directly or 
indirectly, to his mere personal advantage, there need be the 
less self-mistrust on the part. of those who wish conscien- 
tiously to exercise it. It is altogether a.mistake to conclude that 
the Jews vote on one side only. There have been endeavours 
to get up a prejudice against one candidate, because he was 
supposed inimical to the admission of Jews ito parliament, 
corporations, &c., and on the plea that his father is the president of 
‘‘The London Society, &c.” whose efforts have hitherto scarcely 
served further than to apostatize a few needy stragglers from 
the Jewish camp. On the other side, a hand bill was issued 
seeking to prejudice the Jewish voters, on the allegation, that 
one candidate had refused that support to their national chari- 
ties, which the other had liberally accorded. We do not think 
that much, if any, effect was produced by these electioneering 
devices; and it is quite certain that the Jews are not accus- 
tomed to act in concert on these or similar occasions ;—if they 
had, those on both sides objecting to vote on sabbath might 
have conviently paired off. It would be an extreme case, in 
which we could wish to see our brethren meddling with party 
politics—as Jews; for it is much more honorable to them to 
continue acting upon their respective convictions of what 
would best promote the interests of their native country, on the 
broad view, than to unite for any object merely sectional. The 
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no cessation of the contest. 
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natural bias of a Jew, properly so called, is necessarily in favour 
of established authority, and antagonist to ultra-liberalism ; for 
his religious mission is an essentially conservative one. (we de- 
preeate any party construction of the term.) At the same time, 
the sactediy instituted model in his own history, prompts him to 
a liberal construction of the rights of the humblest in the state ; 
while his personal predilections, will naturally incline towards 
those least Gavonll to hamper the legitimate development of his 
energies, whether in a religious or a general sense. Thus we 
should say—do not intermeddle with the Jews, religiously ; treat 
them fairly, or just as they shall deserve, in every social relation ; 
and they will prove little likely, either to form a political party, 
or to become the tools of one. An opposite policy might prove 
very mischievous tothe party who shall not discountenance It ; 
for there are some hundreds of Jewish electors in London; 
and sufficient in several other towns of the kingdon, to turn the 
scale in close contests. ; 

We regret to find, that it is necessary to make an exception 
to the favourable report given above. In the ward of Portsoken, 
in which a large number of Jewish voters reside, oaths were 
administered, (and in many cases, the bribery oath,) to Jews ez- 
clusively/ This is not thought to have been designed disre- 
a to the Jews themselves, but as an election trick ; under 
the impression that some would object to swear on the sabbath, 
and their votes be thus lost to the adverse party. We cannot 
comprehend the one which deems all trickery fair at elec- 


- tions, and are still less disposed to excuse attempts to take ad- 


advantage of the religious fecling of respectable men. In the 
a case, we do sincerely hope that Mr. Baring, and the 
eaders of his party, will repudiate this disreputable expedient 
of their partisans. 


HEATHENISM AND JUDAISM. 


[The following is as close a translation as we can effect, of a German 
essay, by Dr. Philippsohn, editor of the A. Z. d. J.; it has probably been 
called for by the recent attempts of the Frankfort Nothingarians.—Ep. } 

From the moment when Revelation, as taught by Moses, be- 
gan to oppose Heathenism, from that moment, there has been 
Whatever, during ancient times, 
lay but here and there as a mere germ enshrouded in mys- 
teries, was ‘manifested complete and accomplished in Revela- 


tion, and destined to promote the unimpeded development of 


humanity, But the more Heathenism was the product of man 
himself, and the more intimately it was associated with his attain- 
ments in science, art, and society, so much the mure powerful 
was its mfluence, so much the more vigorous the struggle 
at every renewal; and thus is it even to our own day. Hea- 
thenism had for its basis, all that man had attained; Reve- 
lation, nothing but a traditional word, though animated by the 
Xa of God. While the ally of Heathenism was and is, all 
the material existence of man; that of Revelation, is merely 
the nothingness of this life. But the more it exposes the 
illusions of actual existence, so much the more must Revelation 
prevail and gather foree. Such is the summary of the 
great religious process in which mankind has been engaged for 
thousands of years; and so much at least has been gained, 
that man becomes ever more and more conscious of this con- 
test. There is, therefore, nothing to be regretted in these con- 
stant revolts of Heathenism, or in the renewed struggles conse- 
quent thereon; on the contrary, each contest is a step in 
advance, and towards a victory for truth. 

An essential characteristic of Heathenism is, that it leads 
man to set himself in the place of God, and of the world; while 
Revelation places him, both in a corporeal and aspiritual relation, 
as a mere creature of God. It has been the tactics of Heathen- 
ism, from the beginning, to break in upon Revelation, in order 
surreptitiously to introduce its elements therein, and so to 
vitiate the whole. By these means, it is easy to fasten the 
inherent blemishes of Heathenism upon the religion of Revela- 
tion, and to append to the latter, contradictions proper to the 
former. This process is the more easy, because Revelation 
is submitted to man’s comprehension, and because it is in the 
effort to comprehend, that the full development of mankind is 
properly exhibited. It might here be the place to show, how 


Heathenism was instrumental in the propagation of those roe. 
ligions which proceeded from Judaism: but we must leaye 
this to others, merely remarking, that Judaism must regard that 
as likewise necessary in the course of things, so that the wa 
for Revelation might be prepared in Heathenism itself. Our 
only object here is to show, how Heathenism seeks to agitate 
sar to operate in the very camp of Revelation. 

Heathenism presents itself in two directions :—in gross ido}. 
atry, wherein man, nay even beast, is deified in a material state . 
—and in the philosophy which sets human knowledge in the 
place of divine teaching. The first, it is true, is a phase which, 
of itself, uncovers its degradation to awakened man. Phi. 
losophy, on the contrary, finds its necessity in the very constitu. 
tion of man himself, and is therefore indispensable to him: but 
the position which it assumes, the independence which it seeks 
to establish for itself, and the illusion whereby it puts forth 


| its conclusions, as safe, victorious, and true, (notwithstanding 


the contradictions in which they are involved, and in which 


‘they indeed consist)—these constitute its Heathenism. In both 


of these directions, Heathenism has striven, and still strives, to 
force through the doctrines of Revelation. Thus, we see the 
golden calf, at the very base of Sinai; we see the ages of the Kings 
and Judges, repeatedly assailed by gy oe. 8 and thus we see 
prevail in the middle ages of Judaism, (and in the Chasidism of 
our own times) superstition, astrological folly, enchantment, 
and a belief in the efficacy of amulets. On the other hand, we 
see the Chaldaic Dualism, forced into the holy land by the re- 
turning exiles from Babylon, and strengthened by the Neo- 
Platonism of Egypt and Greece; we see Cabalistic ww 
sophy disfiguring the doctrine of Revelation, even in its birth- 
place ;—and now, we see “* modern philosophy ” striving, by 
covert means, to annihilate the doctrine of Revelation in the 
very midst of aegis ascribing to it—** an unlimited pro- 
gress’’ towards the self-destroying, self-confuting extreme of this 
heathenish philosophy, (so ambiguously insinuated )—that 1s to 
say, a ‘‘ progress” to Heathenism itself. 
Thus we see Heathenism sparing no expedients, avoid- 
ing no means, in order to displace, and to stifle Revelation. 
At one moment, it would debase man so low, that he js no 


longer able to conceive an idea of Revelation; at another, it 


snatches him up to a giddy height, deluding him with promises 
of liberty and refined perceptions, where he finds nought but 
bondage and incongruity ;—bondage to the syllogisms of a 
school, which covers its nakedness with hollow phrases—in- 
congruity, which must at last confess its own deficiency. 

It was natural, that the depositories of the doctrine of Reve- 
lation, would look round for means of defence in this contest; 
it was natural, that they should frequently be mistaken in their 
choice of means. The most fearful, but at the same time the 
most effective, weapon of defence was—the implicit yoke of 
blind belief, and the rejection of,all inquiry, all criticism, all 
free development of man. By this means, the doctrine of Re- 
velation was certainly secured for a considerable time; wall 
and moat were carried round, and he that was in the fortress 
was safe. But a beleaguered fortress defends ttsel/ only, and 
then only by sacrificing the liberty of those within it; it ™ 
no wise protects the wide and open plain. This means of de- 
fence becomes, moreover, still more dangerous, when the long- 
ing after freedom of motion pervades all minds. In such case, 
it can only promote the success of the adversary. 

All such manifestations require to be well heeded in these 
present times. It is only in the clearness of consciousness 
that our age can derive its strength,—the victory 1s to Dé 
attained through mind alone. But that must not be blinded, 
and must at last reject illusions, frequently repeated.—-4 Zaid. 


The Question at issue between Judaism and Christianity. 
We have frequently congratulated our readers, on the light 
which has been breaking in upon pious minded Christians, who 
search the scriptures, as to the perpetuity of Israel's ordinan- 
ces. One of our own dearest privileges has been, to contin 
somewhat towards the awakening of Gentile readers from the 
delusions, still unhappily so prevalent, concerning the lawfulness 


| 


his fathers, and to merge into the masses 
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of persuading an Israelite to apostatize from the covenant of mentative letter, 


19 


at an early opportunity; meanwhile, we 


of the Gentiles. _ recommend it to our brethren as a defensive instrument to ward 


Whenever our Christian neighbours shall be thoroughly aroused | off the attacks of those conversion zealots, who seek to make 


to the impiety of their previous system of procedure—in order 


to obtain our submission, on what ought to be regarded as the | 
sole point at issue between the two creeds,*—then the mistrust, 


and the antagonism, which have prevented the flow of that 
mutual sympathy, natural to those whose legitimate relation 
is that of elder and younger brethren, will be swept away. 

Among the various manifestations of this more enlightened 
sense of Gentile duty towards Israel, none has been so gratify- 
ing to us, and none promises to be more influential in awaken- 
ing others, (companions in old errors,) than that presented by the 
Christian Lady’s Magazine. The extent of influence com- 
-manded by the editress of that periodical, is, as we have reason 
to know, very extensive, reaching to those classes (ladies) who 
constitute the mass of the attendants at religious mectings; 
and attaining also to the high in station, both in church and 
state. Herwritings are republished in America, and, as Charlotte 
Elizabeth, she is justly regarded as one of the most popular, 
as well as the most ‘seth of the religious writers of our 
times. Her love for Israel has frequently been exemplified by 
extracts from her works, which it has given us pleasure occa- 
sionally to quote ; and though she appears to have heen rebuked 
occasionally, by those of her communion who saw danger to 
their faith (a confession of weakness, by the way), in the rise 
and progress of the Anglo-Jewish Press, she has combated 
them successfully, and with that real love of truth which 
scorns to take an antagonist unfairly at disadvantage. We 
recently alluded to her proposition to remonstrate with Bishop 
Alexander, at Jerusalem, on his own breach of God's covenant ; 
and now, faithful to her promise, she has published (at Seeley’s), 
a pamphlet with the following title. 

‘Israel's Ordinances. A few thoughts on their perpetuity, 
respectfully suggested in a letter, to the Right Rev. the Bishop 
of Jerusalem, by Charlotte Elizabeth.” 

The motto selected is, aptly enough, Numb. xxi. 9. ‘“‘ Lo, 
this people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among 
the nations.” It is quite certain that this powerful demonstra- 
tion by a Christian, on Christian grounds, based. almost 
exclusively upon the Christian scriptures, will make a profound 
sensation, not only among Dible readers in general, but among 
the advocates of the ** London Society’ of Conversionists, in 
particular, To us it is clear, that she can herself no longer 
remain a member of a Society, whose fatal crrors she so 
admirably exposes. We demand that every other honest 
minded supporter of that and similar associations, dispas- 
sionately read her proofs, (quoted from the scriptures them- 
selves,) that their plan is counter to God's word, and grievously 
sinful, before they pay another year’s subscription to the funds. 

Our Jewish readers, must be prepared to find this pious and 
eloquent auxiliary in the defence of their fathers’ covenant, a 
thorough Christian, desirous that our faith should accord with 
her own on the subject of the Messiah ;—but that is the extent 
of accordance which she aims at, (we do not overlook the 
comprehensive character of that dogma, vide our No. 56;) 
while she protests boldly and, to our mind, conclusively, against 
any pretended * abrogation of the Law of Moses,”—demon- 
strating, seriatim, the still obligatory and perpetual character 
of circumcision, the seventh day sabbath, the Mosaic festivals, 
the fringes, and the like; and disproving that even baptism 
can absolve a Jew from the duty to observe all and every such 
ordinances, Her proofs, it is true, are principally from the 

hristian scriptures:—so much the better for their proba- 
ble effect on the minds of those whom she addresses. When 
me take up the subject, it is necessarily on Jewish ground. 

hat, perhaps, ought to be common to both, and yet Conver- 
Slonists persist, (we cannot say dishonestly,) in construing our 
national prophecies differently from what we do:—in other 
words, they happen to find in them just. what they desire to 
ve rey nothing else. Seeing this, it is of no use to confute 
wee.) our standard, the only hope is to have them proved 

rong by their own; and here we find it done most completely. 
‘© propose to make a few extracts from this powerfully argv 


* Vide the article under the same title in No. 56. 


them traitors to God's covenant with Israel. We recommend 
it the more willingly, because its use is so consistent with the 
policy we have always advocated towards Christianity ;—not 
to attack it, but only to restrict its activity with respect to 
Judaism, to safer channels. In thus recommending Christian 
writings, it is probable that we shall offend the prejudices of 
some of our own body. If we were altogether an isolated 
people, it might be possible to act on their policy; but we are 
hemmed in by those who still fancy it needful to their own 
happiness, as well as to ours, that they should change our belief; 
so until we can bring home the conviction to their judgments, 
that this has been an error, it is alike our duty and our interest 
to deal with this passion for proselytizing, as a positive element, 
not to be annihilated by mere indifference on our part, whether 
real or assumed. ‘This, then, is our excuse for ‘* meddling with 
Christian controversialists ;” not that we have any object to 
unchristianize them,* but that we desire to increase the 
number of honest and pious members of that creed, who aspire to 
be—yuurdians of their elder brethren’s faithfulness to God, 
warners to their slumbering sense of the national vocation, and 
accepted auxiliaries in the accomplishment of it, Among such, 
we rank the writer of the letter under review, and the partner 
of her labours. May the blessing promised by our fathers’ 
God, rest on all efforts to act mith Israel, instead of against 
him.t 

We promised, in our last, to avow our conscientious belief, 
that some e¢ven prominent supporters of: the London 
Society for promoting Christianity among the Jews,” are, so far 
as they favour the chimera of abrogating the ordinances of 
Israel, mercly mistaken, and that with respect to the impious 
trickery of some hireling agents of their society, (which itis our 
painful task to expose now and then,) they would be found 
morally incapable of giving countenance thereto, if it can be 
proved under their controul. By way of demonstrating the 
sincerity of this our admission, we give an extract from one 
of the letters which we occasionally receive on the subject. 
The writer is Cupt. H. Downes, 22. NV., hitherto perhaps, one 
of the most zealous advocates of the ‘* London Society for 
promoting Christianity among the Jews.’’ He writes concern- 
ing it :— 

‘* As one of its members, not sanctioning exactly the ‘ modus 
operandi’ of that society, and knowing that there is much that 
is faulty, yet 1 am also confident, that the warmest friends of 
the Jews (to be found in the world), are enrolled in the list of 
its members.” 

We can only say that, so far as the sentiment of ‘ love for 
Israel” is concerned, there may be much of-truth in the worthy 
Capt.’s statement; but if a continuance of the old ** modus 
operandi” be not prevented, then “* save us from our friends /” 


Curious Medallion. —We are favoured with a copy of The 
York Courant,” of the 12th instant, containing a very elabo- 
rate treatise, by Dr. L. Loewe, on a medal recently found in 
York, and supposed to be Jewish, because of there being en- 
graved upon it what Is mee? known as a magic square ;— 
the numerals being represented by the equivalent Hebrew 
letters; and also because of there having been a Jewish scttle- 
ment in York at the time of Richard I. The Editor pays a 
well earned tribute to “ the talent, learning, and indefatigable 
investigation” of Dr. L. Whatever difference of opinion might 
prevail on some of the subjects broached in this learned disser- 
tation, on one point there can, or at least ought to be, no dif- 
ference soever—that whatever have been the reveries of some 
ancient writers, horoscopes, amulets, and the like, are alto- 
gether incompatible with pure Judaism. It is a curious coin- 
cidence, that a fac-simile of this same medallion passed through 
our own hands, but a very few years since. 


* The extract in another column, from a Christian clergyman’s opinion 
of Mahomedanism, will be found singularly in accordance with the 
opinions expressed by several learned Jews concerning Christianity. 


+ This applics equally to the admirable letters of the Rev. J. Oxlee, 
vide Vov. ii. pp. 142, 151, and 198, 
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MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Synagogue Discipline, and Spiritual Guidance. 

The London synagogues, during the festivals, have scarcely 
eeeon ts a feature calling for special notice. Is it not a me- 
ancholy fact, that the most prominent feature, at this moment, 
in the general reminiscence of the solemn periods just passed, is 
—the liberality of the contributions to the synagogues and their 
charities? Charity may cover a multitude of sins, but it is 
surely not the only virtue enjoined for the season. ‘The de- 
corum of public service has undoubtedly gained, by the dis- 
continuance of certain disagreeable customs engrafted upon 
the imposing ceremonials of our ancient manner of worship ; 
but, evenif the increased formality were ail a gain to order, it 
is still not necessarily a restoration of that truly devotional 
spirit, for which it is at best but suited to pave the way. We 
will admit the improvements in the matter of py31m; but have 
we yet a ministry, properly so called, whose privilege it has 
been during the convocations of the past month, to use the 
opportunities which they presented,*—to turn the heart of the 
world worshipper—to rouse the dormant feeling of brother- 
hood, the genuine sentiment of religious nationality,—and to 
inspire with a due sense of the duties, as well as the privileges, 
of Israel's election and heritage ? 

Not the least painful view of existing circumstances, is pre- 
sented by a reference to what we wrote at the corresponding 
period of the last year, and the singular aptness of those same 
reflections to the present period. One extract must suffice 
here, for those who have not our No. 29, at hand. 


. How do these improvers begin at the wrong end !—was our reflection, 
on the recent solemn day of atonement, when, looking round upon the 
motley groups which composed the congregation, we were painfully con- 
scious that scores of those present were Jews but in name,—that, in some 
instances, mere annual custom, in others, family influence or like external 

~ causes, had brought them there; or that, if a still unstifled voice within 
had given the impulse, they would nevertheless be allowed to depart un- 
edified, and unimproved. Alas, that it should be thus! The majority of 

these titular Israelites, from the high in station to the mere labourer for 
his daily pittance,—though fitly prepared by abstinence, their pride and 
self-dependence humbled, and really got together to listen and to learn, 
were not only permitted to hasten back to the grosser food for which they 
yearned, and to the courses which they had but abandoned for the day,— 
but to do so without a morsel of that moral sustenance on which the soul 
may live,—unenlightened by thuse truths, which discover the surest hap- 
piness in self-control ;—unconvinced by that evidence which proves that 
the safest pledge for social prosperity, is teaching the masses to know re- 
vealed religion and to observe its moral prescriptions. How few,f even 
the strictest observers of every punctilio, of the most resolved to “ do and 
live,”’ have, since the solemn account which the day of atonement re- 
auired at their hands, or in consequence of impressions produced by the 
service of that day, really mended their courses, or elevated the objects of 
their pursuit! Are not all prosecuting the ‘* work of yesterday and the 
day before,’’ even if hot treading the identical paths? * * * * # * 


We must cut our extract short ; but almost the whole of that 
article might be applied with equal truth to the present year as 
to. the past; and with even the more force, because another 
year has been lost. There is one expression in that article, 
which was more an allusion than an explicit statement: it is 
the following, and occurs after some remarks on the torpor of 
our spiritual guides and synagogue leaders. 3 


We give utterance to our convictions, secure in a painful foreknow- 
ledge, that if even any should misconceive, as personal, those observations 
which are meant to be general, there is no longer a chance of wounding in 
a quarter, towards which our every sentiment would teach forbearance. 

Within a few short weeks of the publication of that allusion: 
we stood beside the death bed of its object,—our revered 
friend and pastor, Ne ye memory is blessed.) He was, even 
then, unconscious of all worldly concerns, and we had felt im- 

elled at once to raise anote of warning for the coming emergency. 
he scene closed; and we appealed earnestly and et tn 8 
to all the synagogues within the empire, to unite for the pro- 
tection of their hallowed trust, for the furtherance of their 


* We are glad to admit, that there are honourable exceptions to any 
charge of universal deficiency ; but those exceptions are valuable in pro- 
portion as they prove the deficiencies generally prevailing. | 
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spiritual interests. We will not say that their concurrence was 
in response to that appeas for that might be to under-estimat, 
the Jewish feeling, doubtless already ie poh to demand the 
privilege—of assisting to constitute, and to support, the dignity 
of an adequate religious —— for the united body. Nor 
should we be warranted in claiming credit for our humble 
voice, however wide its reverberations, in comparison with the 
prompt, the liberal, and the well devised proposals of a prin. 
cipal synagogue in the empire. It is not, however, to be de. 
nied, thatthe executive of that synagogue, (strengthened as jt 
has been by the adhesion of the rest,) is not thought to have 
prosecuted that all important business to a practical issue, with 
a vigour proper to its character, and commensurate with the 
confidence reposed in the body alluded to. Still, the present 
moment is not suited to make a formal complaint against the 
executive body for the past year; for we have been assured, 
that recent modifications in the construction of that body, 
and the present absence of all other pressing matters, will {a- 
cilitate an immediate resumption of that most urgent business. 

In dismissing the subject for the immediate present, we can 
scarcely forbear alluding to the involvement of the affair con- 
sequent on all this delay, and the danger impending from the 
spirit of party, thus allowed the opportunity to be evoked. Our 
consolation is in the reflection, that whatever of indiscretion may 
be charged upon individual advocates, there are honest men, 
both among the ‘ memorialists” and the ‘* counter-memorial- 
ists,” whose mutual differences are more apparent than real . 
and that while the abstract principle of religious conservatism, 
which has swelled the ranks of the latter body, is the best 
rallying point in support of a religious government—that only 
effective barrier against aggression,—the recorded pledge of 
the former body, points expressly to the necessity tor such a 
government, and is rather declaratory of what is abstractedly 
the desideratum, than what is likely to be stipulated for, much 
less grasped at. Looking at some of the constituents which 
surround us, and other communities whose members have 
‘been in communication with us, we hesitate to contemplate the 
consequences, if the congregation which has so fitly assumed 
the leadership in the reconstitution of our spiritual government, 
could indeed halt in the prosecution of that urgent duty. We 
do not say that it would be difficult to forma powerful party, for 
the single object best calculated to remedy existing ills, and also 
to unite in it, for the common object, those most sincere aud 
most trustworthy on either side, and in all quarters,— but 
much evil would arise from such an emergency, and we cannot 
imagine that those incharge, would so betray their trust as to 
produce it. 

Let us now revert to the conduct of the metropolitan syna- 
gogues during the recent festivals. Some of these might ad- 
vantageously learn a lesson from each other. The zeal and 
munificence displayed by a warden of one of them, in aiding 
useful building alterations, and in the supply of elegant deco- 
rative offerings, are well worthy of commendation and imita- 
tion: while the cautious observance of 57319, (established usage) 
which marks another synagogue, well deserves to be a standard 
of uniformity for the guidance of the rest. We do not contend 
that the 3m3y, in all its details, has been regarded as abso- 
lutely intact, even by the most ultra stabilitarian party, (we have 
frequent proofs to the contrary)—tbut when we saw, during the 
existing interregnum, variations in the 33, sanctioned by the 
y/1 M3 in one synagogue, and not introduced into another,— 
we were struck by the extreme delicacy of the subject; and 
though prepared to admit that some latitude in 3730 is 0 
incompatible with conformity, a question of the gravest col- 
cern remains :—what is the range of that latitude, and how may 
the scattered communities be brought to recognize its limits? 

Do not these reflections all lead us back to the great want 
of our times—a sound, consistent, enlightened, and independ- 
ent system of ecclesiastical direction ? 


Medal of Dr. Hirschel.—We have received a very interest. 
Ing memorial of the lamented Chief Rabbi—a well execu 
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bronze medal of full size. The obverse bears a characteristic 
head and bust of the deceased ; the reverse, an appropriate 
record of his age, the period of his death, and the term of his 
astoral vocation. It is published by Mr. H. Hyams, the 
medallist, of Cornhill, and is a tasteful tribute of Mr. H.’s re- 
spect to the memory of one, whose loss will long continue to 
be deplored. It will doubtless be generally sought after, as 
an expressive and enduring memorial. We have likewise seen, 
at Mr. Hyams’s, an admirably finished bronze bust of Dr. 
Hirschel, only a few inches high; the likeness is of striking 
fidelity, and it is altogether creditable to the public spirit of the 

ublisher. 

Our Foreign Contemporaries in Germany and France, are 
frequently strangely misled by irresponsible, and what is worse, 
object seeking correspondents, concerning the movements of 
the English Jews. When the information is upon matters not 
occupying public attention here, the false impressions so dis- 
seminated are mischievous enough, (our illustrations might be 
sufficiently numerous, but for the necessity of being brief,*) 
but when the mistakes concern public questions, or measures 
in present progress, the actual state of which might be gleaned 
readily from our own columns, the misconceptions are often 
very ludicrous, and, occasionally, they are likely to operate in- 
juriously to the common interests of Judaism. We have suf- 
ficient confidence in the .honesty,of purpose of our learned con- 
temporaries, to believe thatthey will take this kindly suggestion in 
good part, and not incur the responsibility of misleading their 
numerous readers. We desire to avoid making further anim- 
adversions on this subject; and, therefore, do not adduce the 
strongest cases of error: but our French contemporary, (the 
most liable to be misinformed,) will excuse our reference to a 
recent mis-statement in his columns :—that the proposed con- 
stitution of a spiritual government for the united synagogues 
of this empire has been abandoned! Other recent mis-state- 
ments, concerning the London ** memorialists” and ** counter- 
memorialists,” have been corrected by one of the former party, 
then in Paris, As the declarations of this gentleman may be 
useful, in allaying some unnecessary uneasiness on this side the 
channel; we quote them, from the last number of the drchives. 

“1. The subscribers to the memorial had not the slightest desire to intro- 
duce any innovation into existing forms or ceremonies. 

“2. They desire, that the service may be celebrated in & manner to 
strengthen religious feeling among us. : 

“3. They have not the least intention to join the synagogue in Burton 
Street, even though a modification in its present state should take place. 


“4. They have declared their determination to maintain existing forms, 
aad only to guide themselves after spiritual authority. 


: “9. They condemn the dangerous principle of a superintendence of re- 
igious concerns, by authorities created by themselves; and finally, they 
have resolved never to join those, who, by their mode of action, have sepa- 


rated themselves from the body of the Israelites of England.”’ 


We have authority to state, that if the recent meeting of the | 


counter-memorialists had been really a public, or open one, 
another gentleman, also a subscriber to the original memorial, 
would have attended it, in order to allay exaggerated alarm, 
and to make a formal and explicit declaration of the same pur- 
port as that just quoted.—Were we not right, in No. 53, to 
deprecate the compromising of the orthodox cause by “ inju- 
dicious friends 2” 

On Dit.—Sir Moses Montefiore, R. Belais, and the late 
Hazan Almosnino, have been nominated by the law courts of 
South Carolina, a commission to obtain answers for a series of 
questions, growing out of the litigation consequent on the 
schism in the synagogue at Charleston, (vide our No. 51.) —How 
worthy of Sir Moses’s position might it be, if possible to induce 
an amicable reference, out of court, so avoiding the occasion 
lor a party triumph, and averting the continuance of expense, 


pation, and scandal, from what aspires to rank as a ‘** Beth 


tan 6. A recent circumstantial statement, that marriages by Jews out 
b h, pale, are not only common in England, but that they are winked at 
y the synagogue,—4. Z. d. J., No. 36. 
blaceestt Anecdote attributed to Sir I. L. Goldsmid, in which that is 
te ifferent construction.— Archives 
Israelites, for J uly ene capable ofa very differen 


*§. The extract from the Orient in another part of this paper. 
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FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


‘“* The Nothingarians.”—A Hamburg correspondent of the 
Orient, reports the painful impression produced in that city, 
by the explanation issued by Dr. Riesser, respecting the part 
taken by bifen in the Frankfort association, The disapproba- 
tion appears to have been even less marked on the part of the 
orthodox, than on that of the devoted admirers of Dr. R.’s 
public efforts; nay, it is the Temple congregation, hitherto the 
foremost in the pursuit of ‘* Reform,” that has most unequi- 
vocally condemned the Frankfort attempt. 

_ We read in the Orient, (No. 37.) the following article, bear- 
ing date, London, August, 1843, 

* The Frankfort Reform Association, which has ventured 
forth from thick darkness into daylight, meets with great sym- 
pathy among a large portion of the Jews here, ‘This was in- 
deed to be foreseen. The preacher of the reformed congregation 
here, Mr. Marks, has paved the way for it; indeed, one might 
say, that the open declaration in his first sermon served as a 
prototype to the Frankfort association. He also, in the name 
of his congregation, renounced the authority of the Talmud, 
and recognized a progress in Judaism. Hence, the first in- 
telligence of the Frankfort association has not created so great 
a sensation here as in Germany, where the zealotism of the 
Rabbis strives to hold the peuple captive in illusion, for which 
the Talmud renders the most effective service. What research 
for authorities was needéd, in order to justify the abolition 
of some old and unimportant formulas of prayer! And yet, 
how much talk of enlightenment, progress, improvement, and 
other high sounding phrases on which the German theologians 
plume themselves before the world! Can there be ‘a question 
of true progress, where at every step there is so anxious a regard 
to the past, as to whether that which must necessarily have been 
so diferent from the present, does not cry halt? But to come 
back to the Frankfort association;—the part taken there, 
has struck anxiety and terror into the minds of many stabili- 
tarians, and it is said, that Sir Isaac Goldsmith hast set 
out for Vienna, in order to employ his influence there, that 
bounds may be put to the spread of the reform mania. The 
Austrian government, out of whose dictionary the court Censor 


‘has struck ‘‘ progress,” will probably be ready to set antiquity 


on its legs, or at least to support it by crutches. ‘ Thou shalt 
honour the (days of) old,’ (das ite) is a golden maxim in 
the Austrian moral system.” 

[We offer no comment now on this strange article; should, 
however, the parties concerned desire to correct or to contra- 
dict any or all of its statements, we should not, under the cir- 
cumstances, refuse them the opportunity.—En. | 

A correspondent of the 4. Z. d. J. now states positively, that 
the farce of this associaion is actually at an end; that no more 
than twenty signatures had been obtained; only one gentleman 
from abroad, had answered affirmatively the letter addressed to 
him, without knowing to what he subscribed; and that the re- 
formers have altogether retired, not having even distributed 
their programme.* | 

We do not hesitate to transcribe this statement, because the 
reporter (the same who sent the extracts of the reform corres- 
pondenee to the 4. Z. d.J.), appears to be well instructed 
concerning the whole affair; and because we read elsewhere, 
that Drs. Riesser and Stern have publicly declared, that they 
have no longer anything to do with these movements ! 


Orthodox movement—F rank fort-on-the-Main, 8th September. 
—‘‘ The Anti-reform party of this place, now seriously proposes 
to counteract the proselytizing efforts of the ‘* reformers” in 
an honourable manner; that is to say, neither by machination 
nor by denunciation. The mode is the following :—A private 
teacher has petitioned the senate, for permission to esta- 
blish a school for instruction in talmudic and rabbinical doc- 
trines. It is true, that the Elders oppose the institution to 
the utmost of their power; but as the decision of the matter 
rests with the senate, which, as yet, has always supported the 
orthodox (Altglaubigen), it is to be expected that the institu- 
tion will be brought to bear. Such an establishment would 


* More recent intelligence announces the distribution of a programme. 
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certainly prove the most appropriate means to exhibit, in their 
rottenness, the hollow phrases of the reform party, easily ad- 
mitted into the mind of youth, when devoid of all Jewish 
knowledge.” (Orient.) 

Progress in Denmark.—We find a highly gratifying report 
in No. 27 of the 4. Z. d. J., concerning the state of the Jews 
in Denmark. Prejudices against them are fast giving way ; 
and the legislature is gradually removing the civil disabilities 
under which they labour. A Jewish physician lately held a 
distinguished position in the Royal Hospital; and but recently, 
a Royal decree has repealed the oath de more Judaico, substi- 
tuting another, and by no means an offensive, form. But what 
is most pleasing is, that all these improvements are made in 
concord, and as if all were done at the wish of the people ; the 
nation and its legislature going hand in hand. Great encomiums 
are also bestowed upon the Spiritual guide of the Jews, Dr. 
Wolff, to whose exertions for his flock these favorable changes 
may in a great measure be ascribed. It is stated, that the con- 
fidence felt in this minister extends even beyond the pale of 
Judaism; so that it is not unusual to see Christian clergymen, in 
their canonicals, in the Synagogue, listening to the eloquent 
instruction of the Rev. Rabbi. 


Rabbinical Training.—The States of Denmark have, at the 
instance of some patriotic Jews, proposed to the government, 
to establish a chair of rabbinical literature in the university of 
Copenhagen, to be filled by a Jew. It is hoped, that it will 
be possible by these means duly to qualify young men for 
Jewish clerical offices, and that the congregations of Denmark 
will no longer be obliged to draft their religious functionaries 
from abroad. It is further reported, that the government has 
actually consented to the proposition, and that the salary has 
been fixed at 800 dollars annually. The measure, however, is 
very much opposed by some members of the theological (Chris- 
tian) faculty, though distinguished prelates favour it. | 


Mock Conversions in Jerusalem.—The Orient (No. 37.) 
contains the following notice. ‘* A Hebrew letter of four quarto 
pases has reached the editor from Jerusalem, per post, signed 

y the heads of those families which have been converted to 
Christianity, and baptized by Bishop Alexander. In this letter, 
these families make an open and solemn confession, that they 

‘return with contrition sd repentance to the synagogue, and it 
be a distressing picture of the worldly means which the 
ishop has chosen, and still chooses, for the conversion of Jews. 
An extract from that letter will appear (translated into German), 
in the next numbers of the Orient: the original is at the dis- 
posal of any one who will publish it.” | 


Lhe Jewish Hospital for Jerusalem.—On the 9th of Ab, 
there was a collection in the new temple, at Hamburgh, in aid 
of the hospital for Jerusalem; and a lecture was delivered on 
the subject. This collection will, according to the statutes, 
be annually made on the 9th of Ab, on Purim, &e. 


The Russian Ukase.—A petition, praying the Emperor of 
Russia to repeal the ukase ordering the Polish Jews into the 
interior of the country, has been addressed to that monarch by 
the congregation of Cologne. The petition particularly dwells 
upon the fact, that as the ukase can ee been called for only 
by the offences of single Jews, half a million of them ought 
not to be made to pay the penalty. 

[From the Russian Frontier.} ‘‘ The ukase ordering the 
Jews fifty wersts from the frontiers into the interior, has, where- 
ever the pulses of European civilization throb, (that is as far as 
eererees manifest a national life,) created the greatest sensa- 
tion. It is not hundreds, nor thousands of unfortunates that are 
affected by it,—hundreds of thousands are plunged by this 
dreadful measure into the deepest misery. Let us present to 
our mind, large Kehiloth, consisting of 10,000 inhabitants and 
upwards, emigrating without distinction: the hoary man and 
the child at the breast, without provision for a night’s rest, 
much less a home! As for the ukase itself, it makes not the 
slightest provision for these outcasts. How many, now in easy 
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circumstances, will be ruined! how many, now poor, will be 
driven to despair! how many aged men will totter and sink 
unable longer to stand! how many sucklings will pine away 
before these hundreds of thousands will find a rest for the soles 
of their feet! The Kénigsberg congregation has sent a petition 
to the Russian Emperor—may God bless the good work.” 

A German paper states, that the execution of this inhuman 
ukase has been deferred for a short time ; but it is contradictea 
in a recent number of the Orient. 


In confirmation of what we have previously quoted from 
foreign sources, we extract the following passages from ap 
argumentative leading article in the 7¢mes, of the 17th inst. 

“ Since the cessation of the cartel treaty, which expired last year, the 
amount of smuggling on the Prusso-Russian frontier, can only be com. 
pared to the contraband trade on the coast and frontier of Spain. Regular 
companies of insurance for contraband goods have been established in the 
neighbuuring trading cities of Prussia, and the whole population of the 


frontier is more or less engaged in this clandestine and demoralizing com. 


merce. In fact, when it is known that the custom house guard, consisted 
of purks of Cossacks, in which each man receives no more than three 
silver roubles per annum from the state, it may be suppused, that the 
members of such a preventive service could only subsist by the bribes 
they received for the neglect of their duty.” 


Another Ukase-—The Prussian State Gazette publishes 
the following Ukase relating to the Jews of Poland, dated 26th, 
September. . 


“From the Ist of January, 1844, the Israelites of the empire shal! 
be subject to military service, according to the following regulations :— 

““« The Israelites shall be subject to military service, for a period of 
from twenty to twenty-five years. ven married men must serve, if there 
cannot be found a sufficient number of unmarried men to form the con- 
tingent. 

“«* In case of contravention, the refractory conscripts may be condemned 
to remain in the army during thirty-five years. 

“The Israelites may provide substitutes, but those who shall desert 
shall be replaced by others from the same commune. 

“*In consequence of this decree, the sum of 105,299 silver rubles, 
which the Israelites paid annually towards the recruiting service, is 
suppressed. 

* «The governor and council of administration, are charged with tle 
execution of the present ordinance.’’ ’—From the Times. 


Galicia numbers, upon an extent of 1548 square miles, 
4,764,523 inhabitants; among these are 283,345 Talmudic, and 
254 Karaitic Jews. Consequently, there are in this country 
more Jews than in any other of the Austrian dominions. In 
Hungary, which is much larger, there are only 200,000 Jews. 


OUR LETTER-BOX. | 


Tolerance in Tunis. Valletta, Malta, 20th Elul, 5603, 
15th September, 1548. 

_ Mr. Editor,—Mr. Judah R. Levy, of Tunis, to whom and other 
friends, I transmit the ‘* Voice of Jacob,’ which, with a copy 
for myself, I regularly receive through my brother, Mr. J. 4. 
Peynado, of London, is desirous of having the annexed letter 
inserted in the Voice of Jacob, so that our brethren in distant 
parts may, through its extensive circulation, be informed of 
the magnanimous act of His Highness the Bey of Tunis, to- 
wards his Jewish subjects, and our brother, Mr. Josef Su- 
mama; an act doubly grateful to Jewish hearts, as coming al 
the very moment to put to shame in a greater degree the des- 
picable, inhuman, persecuting, and inquisitorial edict of Ancona, - 
against our suffering brethren. 

I firmly hope, that Sir Moses Montefiore, and the committee 
of British deputies, my dear brethren and countrymen, wil 
exert themselves in behalf of the Ancona Jews. * * 

I am, Sir, your humble Servant, 
A. A. Correa. 
Hon. Sec. to the local committee of British Jews. 


Tunis, 30th August, 1843. 
Dear Sir,—I take up my pen in order to give you 4 or 
‘etail of a pleasing event, which occurred here this week . 
one of our oil a Tunisian Israelite, I have no cone 
but it will give particular satisfaction to your friend, our worty 


Sie Moses Montefiore, to whom I request you will forward a 


| 
| 
4 


my present letter; which I should also like to see in. | 

Mr. Josef Sumama has been for many years employed as_ 

secretary to the minister of His Highness the Basha Bey of 
Tunis, and has always conducted himself with that honest and 

sincere zeal, of which many of our brethren may boast. Pro-| 


yidence now sends him a reward, of which every Israelite will | correspon 
rejoice to hear. | 


His Highness the Basha Bey of Tunis, the other day, ordered - 
Mr. Josef Sumama to go into the great saloon, and there, in the 
resence of many Officers, His Highness said, ‘* I wish to prove 
to all those about me, that the man who serves his master with 
zeal, honesty aud sincerity, deserves to be publicly rewarded, 
be he a Mussulman, Christian, Jew, or of any other nation what- 
soever. Josef Sumama’s conduct has ever been such, and he 
ig entitled to my esteem in return.” Ile then decorated him 
with the Nishan (the order of Tlonour) in diamonds. 

Mr. Josef Sumama, who has till now dressed like his coun- 
trymen, in the Levantine fashion, has since been seen wearing, 
like His Highness and his Guard of Honour, the red cap and 
blue tassel, blue trowsers, and frock coat, with his decoration 


of diamonds, representing a large star in a half moon, on his 
breast. 

This liberal act of His Highness, coupled with that of abo- 
lishing the slave trade in this regency, reflects great honour on 
an Arabian prince, whilst some of the sovereigns of civilized 
Europe are so backward in granting the same privileges to their | 
Jewish people which are enjoyed by their other subjects. 

I remain with esteem, dear Sir, Your obedient Servant, 

Jupan Levy. 


Vienna, 30th Aug.—(Froma private correspondent).—*‘ On 
the 21st, there expired at Baden, near Vienna, at the age of 74, | 
asa Millionaire, one of those uncommon characters, (specimens 
of which the Jewish nation frequently exhibits,) who by dint 
of exertion, honesty, mercantile spirit, and a combination of 
lucky circumstances, emerge from obscurity to wealth influ-_ 
ence and distinction. L. iedermann, born at Pressburg, 
in 1769, of poor parents, came at the age of fourteen to Vienna, | 
where he learned the art of a lapidary, in which he excelled. | 
His fortune grew very rapidly, for in 1792 he had already 
established a considerable house, and had even received from 
the Emperor, ‘* tolerance” for himself and his descendants. 
As the reader may not understand this application of the term, 
tolerance, we must pause a moment in our memoir, in order to 
explain its import. The Jews are by law excluded from the 
whole Arch-dukedom of Austria, and consequently also from its — 
capital, The Emperor, however, occasionally grants a dis- 
Ege of this law, in favour of a single Jew—or to him and | 

is descendants. In such case, the person so privileged is | 
still permitted, under some oppressive restrictions, to reside at 
Vienna. This special permission, supposed to be acquired 
only by distinguished merit, or service to the state, is called in 
the Austrian law—“ tolerance.” Biedermann is said to have 
‘preferred this privilege, which confers substantial advantages 
On its possessor, to the alternative of a title of nobility, which, 
though rather more coveted, does nevertheless not extend the 
rights of those who bear it. He is said to have been the first 
Austrian merchant who prosecuted an active trade in wool 
with England, Having become court jeweller and wholesale 
merchant, (Grosshandler) he was in 1806 appointed one of the 
Synagogue elders, and continued in office until his death. In 
this post he was exceedingly active, and his great influence 
operated very beneficially; all the congregational institutions 
for which Vienna is now so distinguished may be regarded as 
'§ Creations. He had ano less share in the foundation of the 
temple, a school for religious instruction, and of other chari- 
© Institutions. The prominent features in his character, 
Mia firmness of purpose and perseverance. THe has left a 
“rge numb-r of children, and thirty-two grand children.”—If 
| he 4 are not mistaken, it is the same gentleman who is alluded 
in the highly interesting anecdote extracted from the ‘ Juden 


treichs,” (Vide vol. ii. p. 98.) 


* 
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GenTILE LiperaLity or Towards Jews.— 4 
Jen’ declares himself gratified with our quotations, in illustra- 
tion of this improved state of things; and directs us to the 
‘* Freemason’s Quarterly,” in which the same spirit has again 
been recently exhibited. We do not see that magazine, but 
are een to accord to it the credit, on the testimony of our 
ent, 

Moran anv Socran Positron or tur Jews.—The same 
writer, in another letter, appeals for the use of our columns, 


In order to propound certain proposals for the improvement of 


the moral and social position of our people, - He contends, that 
‘‘much of the odium under which Jews labour, arises from 
causes under their own controul,”’ inasmuch, that the character- 
istic ** diffidence of the Jews, ever anxious to avoid givin 
offence, and to submit with forbearance to insult 
injury, is misunderstood and not appreciated by their Christian 
neighbours.” He desires ‘* that the Jews of the present day, 
would turn their attention more upon themselves,” He forms 
rather a high estimate of the opportunities and influence of 
the Anglo-Jewish Press do not know whether he or 
others, are prepared with any proposition of a really practical 
character, in a form suited to the limited extent of our columns ; 
if so, we shall be quite disposed to give it publicity. 


Heaith of the Jewish Poor—Mr. Editor.—Perhaps, through the medium 
of your valuable journal, this may be the means of drawing the attention 
of the Jewish authorities to the filthy condition in which the Streets ‘and 
Courts are kept, where the working orders of the Jews principally reside. 
It appears, from the existing state of things, that the vicinity is not often 
visited by those, whose duty it should be to watch over the health and 
comforts of their poorer brethren. At a time when fevers and other fatal 
maladies are so prevalent, it is deplorable to see the heaps of rubbish and 


vegetable refuse allowed to remain close to the very dvors of their small, 
and ill-ventilated dwellings; while the mud and water, arising from bad 


drainage, render many parts impassable. I feel quite assured. that it is 
ouly necessary for the authorities to be aroused from their customary 
apathy, and that representations of the evil to the proper oflicers in the 
several parishes, would have the desired effect, else they might adopt 
means to remedy the evil themselves. Yours, &c., ELIAS DAVIS. 
Singular reflections of a Christian clergyman.—* We have 
an imperfect idea of the Mahometan religion, The Mahometan 
people fear God, and pray to him far more than Christian 
people in general do; they make mention of Mahomet in their 
prayers, but they never pay to him the worship due to God 
only. We term Mahomet an impostor; and I think justly so: 


yet when I see millions of people worshipping the true and 


only God, God in unity; and that this has been brought about 
by an Arab, of the name of Mahomet, (in Arabic Mohammed, ) 
that the people commonly exhibit a deeper and profounder 


sense of the majesty of God, of his judgments, and of his mighty 


and oustretched arm, than multitudes of Christians do,—lI 
have at least a proof, that God is pleased to overrule human 
deceit, and make it reform the course of his worship on earth.” 


—Visit to the East, §c. By the Rev. Henry Formby, M.A. 


No Novelty.—* In the year A, M. 5225, (c. EB. 1465,) there 


sided in Jerusalem a very pious man, whose devotion to Chris- 
tianity was apparently extreme, he was also renowned for wisdom 
and erudition, which led to his appointment as Patriarch of Jeru- 
salem. Some time after, the Pope died, and he left Jerusalem 
with the intention to proceed to Rome, in order to try for the 
Papal Chair. On reaching Constantinople, however, he was 
taken seriously ill, and feeling his dissolution fast approaching, 
he sent for the Bishops and the Jew Rabbins to his bed side. 
He declared to them that he was a Jew, and had always been 
so in his heart. Ambition and an eagerness for riches had 
gained him the Patriarchate, which he now resigned to the 
Bishops, finding no religion true but that of Israel. To 
the Rabbis he confessed that he died a Jew, and he was accord- 
ingly buried in Jewish ground.*” (From the book bene mony 
cap. 28.) 


* Weare indebted for this translation to Mr. M. Solomon, of Amsterdam. 
It is very similar to, perhaps identical with, the incident quoted after Bas- 
nage, ainong our “ Scraps about Converts” in No. 8, though that is 
dated two centuries later. 
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‘One day, there presented himself to the same king, (Francis | direct canvass. That course cannot welt be adopted until our preliming 


the Ist) at Paris, a Rabbi of great repute named Salomo 
Molcho, with the object of converting him to Judaism; the 
King amused himself much with the proposition, but no less 
earnest was R. Salomo Molcho in his design. Unfortunately 
tlie poor man left Paris and proceeded to Italy, in order to try 
his success with the Emperor Charles 5th. He, however, made 
no joke of it, for he had the conversion-seeking Rabbi burnt 
alive at Mantua, (in 1532.)” 4. Z.d. J. 


Does our Charity begin at Home? 


Mr, Editor,—Presuming from the independence of your 
principles that you will not refuse insertion to a complaint 
against our community at large, I venture to address you ona 
subject which, I think as much as any other, requires attention. 
I am a young man who have received a liberal education; my 
father was unable from religious motives to give me an occupa- 
tion suitable to my qualifications, and I am now from the same 
cause precluded from obtaining employment; and why is this?— 
because my Jewish brethren, as a body, prefer engaging Christian 
clerks, assistants, &c. This want of nationality is not restricted 
to my single case; I am acquainted with several persons in 
trade, (for instance, one keeping a library in the neighbourhood 
of Finsbury,) who loudly complain that those of their own 
religion do not support them. Be it understood, that I do 
not plead for any system of exclusive dealing, or undue pre- 
ference, but for a fair field: in other words, that Jews should act 
as liberally in this matter as do their Christian neighbours. 
And Sir, what is the consequence of this breach of family 
compact, (for on the Scriptural principle, ‘‘ all Israel are 
brothers,” it is no’ less;) what effect has it on Judaism? 
Why this, that those in trade, being supported by Chris- 
tians, find themselves on a level with shopkeepers of that 
denomination, and urged to desecrate the Sabbath to meet 
the demands of their customers; that is, to keep open their 
places of business on that sacred day. Young men like my- 
self, even against their inclinations, are driven for respectable 
employment among Christians, and beginning by neglect of 
our sacred religion, they end by becoming of no belief at all. 
I shall not dilate on the subject, although columns might be 
filled with it, (thinking your time and room must be alread 
sufficiently trespassed upon,) but I would earnestly draw the 
attention of Jews to this evil, as the greatest opponent to the 
unanimity of Judaism, worse even than the Conversion 
Society, for while this only lays hold of poverty or ‘ Léefusees,”’ 
that separates from us respectability and often talent. | 

I am Sir, your admirer, ) 
A Srruceiine 


NOTICES. 


A Title Page to Vol. ii. of the Voice of Jacob, was issued with No. 56. 

An Index to Vols. i. and ii., kindly prepared by a Gentile Subscriber, 
(F. W. Rolfe, Esq., of Readirg,) is now in the press, and will be sent 
with the next number to Subscribers only. Non-subscribers may obtain 
_ copies, free of expense, on application at the Publisher’s, (Mr. Steill’s, in 
Paternoster Row,) and not otherwise. 

Certain ofthe earlier numbers of the Voice of Jacob, having become 
scarce, can now be obtained in the annual volumes only, stitched or bound, 
which will be ready for publication with No. 59. 

Nos. 1. to 32, or such of them as remain on hand, will henceforward be 
charged 3d. per copy, uniformly with the rest; and they will be received 
in exchange, at the prices printed upon them respectively. ~ 


Proposals Jor a Corrected Translation of the Bible. 


In reprinting our proposals for this important work, (first issued with 
No. 46 of the “ Voice of Jacob’’) we take the opportunity thankfully to 
acknowledge the excellent spirit which those proposals have met on all 
hands. Among our brethren in faith, we have received encouragement 
from parents, school proprietors, and religious institutions, in various parts 
of the world. Some of these warm and expressive responses to our ap- 
peal, would well deserve publication. 
gister as subscribers, some high in office and influence in the established 
church; and the like among dissenters; and we recognize a disposition on 
on the part of the religious press of this country, to favour the undertak- 
ing.—And all this has been spontaneous, for we have not instituted any 


Among Gentiles, we already re-- 


arrangements have been more matured, for we are urged to give a g “tj 
men sheet for the purpose; but, as that would fix the character of the 
whole work, it stil] more imperatively requires the deliberate Concurren: « 
of. “ a band of chosen scholars,” as designed to be engaged; while sch 
engagement necessarily depends upon the extent of support first obtained 
We are not without hope, that some pious auxiliaries will yet volunteer. 
and enable us to secure the success of this great scheme :—its success jn 
pecuniary sense, though a consideration of secondary importance, eoy|q 
then admit of no doubt,—as we are already prepared to prove. Mean. 
while, we bide our time; and neither allurement of immediate gain. are 
provocation to rivalry (altogether incompatible with the design), shall be. 
tray us into any premature essays in an undertaking of such hallowed 
interest—of such responsible magnitude. The friends of the design, myy 
go on accumulating subscribers ; and when an adequate number of Volun- 
teers shal] have been obtained, we will take measures to place a specimey 
sheet in their hands. We have been led to expect overtures from anot}or 
religious denomination :—we answer, that the work must be accomplished 
by, and issued on the responsibility of, Jews ; but any reasonable guaran. 
tee that can be devised for securing a scrupulous fidelity in the task, shal) 
be freely accorded. 

*.°* A new edition of the Prospectus 1s now ready, and oxyr 
friends are prayed to circulate it as extensively as possible, 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. | 


Mr. S. Newman is thanked for his friendly criticism. 

Jewish Hospital for Jerusalem.—CoutribLution from a Gentile—Piy; 
shillings; Received by J. A. Franklin. 

Cronica Israelita— Recd. No. 12.—We are by no means otherwise 
than pleased to find our own columns so extensively drawn upon; but we 
should be glad occasionally to receive some original information of the 
African Jews. 

The Hamburgh “ Nachrichten” is received with thanks, and wil! 
be used. 

E. Emanuel, Portsmouth.—The Chad-gadych is treated in No. 573, of 
the Edinburgh Journal. | 

Rev. J. N. Coleman.--Your valuable suggestions, with reference to the 
proposed Bible of the Anglo-Jewish Press, are thankfully received, and 
will probably be carried out, if the undertaking be so supported as to ad- 
mit it. Your erudite questions, it would now be premature to answer, 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 


ErratumM.—lIn this section of the last number, (57)—for Sept. read Oct. 
The correction had best be made with the pen, immediately. 


Friday 27th Oct. 3rd of Chesvan Sabbath at 4 o’Clock 


Sabb; ** *Portion for the Week 
| Friday 3rd Nov. 10 2 Sabbath at 4 o’Clock. 
4: **Portion for the Week 


* For a Dissertation on this Portion, v. No. 30.  ** For this, v. No. 31. 


Just Published, 
SRAEL’S ORDINANCES.—A Few Thoughts on their Per- 


petuity ; respectfully suggested in a Letter to the Right Rev. the Bishop of 
Jerusalem. By Charlotte Elizabeth. . 


** Lo, this people shall dwell alone, and shal] not be reckoned 
among the xxiii. 9. 


Published by Seeley, Burnside, and Seeley, Fleet Street, London. 


Voice ov Jacos.—Terms of Subscription, 10s, 6d. per annum, or 5s. 6d. per half 
year; payable always in advance, at the Office, 27, Camomile Street, by remit- 
tance, post office order, postage stamps, or otherwise. The subscription secures 4 


free delivery, within the range of the penny post, on the same day as published in 
London.—Vol. 3 commenced with No. 56. 


Subscribers for extra copies, giving previous notice, may have them preserved to 
the endof the year, and then supplied in clean volumes. 


Exiracts from a previous notice.—We take it for granted, that the subscribers 
upon our list, give their aid on principle, and that the confidence in their good faith 
which our arrangements for a continuance betoken, (not having received a single 
notice of withdrawal,) will be fully justified. The subscription will therefore re- 
main as heretofore. If we shall be enabled to make the paper a stamped publica- 
tion, it will be supplied in that shape to subscribers only, and without any ¢xtr@ 
charge. For non-subscribers, it will in any case remain unstamped ; and we can- 
not pledge ourselves not to raise the price per single copy, (although devised asa 
means of making the paper available to the humbler elasses,) if it shall be found 
that the facility so afforded, shall encourage the withholding of those annual sub- 
scriptions absolutely necessary to the maintenance of the work. We shall endea- 
vour, if possible, to supply occasional, if not periodical, supplements, devoted 


some continuous series of standard articles, and not charged extra to our annual 
subscribers. 


London: Printed for Mr. Franxuin, by E. Vary, 27, Camomile ss 
Bishopsgate. Published by B. Ste1L1, Paternoster Row; and may “i 
had of the Printer; of Reyxoips, Church Row, Aldgate; of Baxt#, 


Brydges Street, Covent Garden; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, and of 
all Booksellers and Newsmen. 
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